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• PubMed is the publicly available version of 

MEDLINE that is provided free of charge by the 

National Library of Medicine at 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=Pub

Med.com.pubMed 

• PubMed.com 
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 PubMed contains all citations from the medical literature 

back to 1953 

 PubMed is updated daily directly from publishers 

 PubMed links directly to the home pages of the journals 

 



 

 offers many different search options for non- and 

professional researchers 

 It is the best medical database of its kind in the 

world 

 

 

 
o What is PubMed?     o Welcome to PubMed     o Search options     o Display settings     o Save options 

 



 Over 4,600 medical journals are indexed yearly 

 Newspapers, life science journals, nursing journals, and medical 

management journals, and others are all covered in PubMed. 

 

 



Offers access to… 
 

 Journals from peripheral areas of medicine 
 
 Non-medical articles in Medline journals 
 
 References to journal full texts 
 

o What is PubMed?     o Welcome to PubMed     o Search options     o Display settings     o Save options 

 



 Covers  

◦ Medicine 

◦ Nursing 

◦ Dentistry 

◦ Veterinary medicine 

◦ Healtchcare systems 

◦ Preclinical sciences 

 



◦ Start with PubMed – all the time 



 Search for articles (usually abstracts) 

◦ By keyword 

◦ By author 

◦ By Journal, etc  

 Combine searches 

 Link to related articles 

 



 Link to outside sources  

◦ To purchase the full article 

◦ Look at related books (including pages in the 

books)   

 Clinical queries  
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Step 4: Conduct a literature search and change the display format of your research 
results to Abstract.  

. Click on Display Settings1 
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 3. Click on Apply 

















 Use filters to narrow your search results. 

 Filter options appear to the left of your 
results 
 

 Click on a filter to apply it to your search 

 Multiple selections are allowed 
 

 



 Active Filters appear above your search 
results 

 To deselect a filter, click the filter name again 

 Only the most popular filters display by 
default. Click Show additional filters to view 
more options 

 To clear all of your Filters selections, click 
Clear all 

 





































 The Boolean operators AND, OR, NOT can be 

used to combine search terms in PubMed.  

 In PubMed, Boolean operators must be 

entered in uppercase letters. 

 



 Used to retrieve a set in which each citation 

contains at least one of the search terms. 

 Use OR when you want to pull together 

articles on similar topics. 

 



 tumor: 2600000 

 Cancer: 2704732 

 Neoplasm: 2434519 

 neoplasm OR cancer OR neoplasm : 2727543 

 







 Retrieves a set from which citations to articles 
containing specified search terms following 
the NOT operator are eliminated. 

 Example: Cancer NOT children 

 Cancer: 2704732 

 Children: 1762368 

  Cancer NOT children:  204047  



children cancer 



 Used to retrieve a set in which each citation 
contains all search terms. 

 

 Salmonella: 64810  

 Hamburger: 2494  

 Salmonella AND Hamburger: 12 



Example: salmonella AND hamburger 



 

 When using multiple Boolean operators in 
PubMed, they are processed left to right. 

 Example: salmonella AND hamburger OR 
eggs  

 This will retrieve records that include both 
terms salmonella AND hamburger as well as 
all records with the term eggs, whether or not 
they contain the other two terms. 

 





 To change the order in which terms are 
processed, enclose the terms(s) in 
parentheses. The terms inside the set of 
parentheses will be processed as a unit and 
then incorporated into the overall strategy. 
This is called nesting. 



 This will retrieve records that contain the 

term salmonella, as well as one or both of the 

terms hamburger OR eggs.  

 salmonella AND (hamburger OR eggs)  

 





 Boolean operators: AND, OR, and NOT 

 AND, OR and NOT must be entered in UPPERCASE. 

 AND is the default operator used in PubMed. If you 
do not include Boolean operators in your search, 
PubMed will automatically use AND between terms.  

 PubMed processes Boolean connectors in a left-to-
right sequence. 

 You can change the order in which PubMed processes 
a search statement by enclosing, that is nesting, an 
individual concept in parentheses. The terms inside 
the parentheses will be processed as a unit and then 
incorporated into the overall strategy 

 





























 The MeSH Database enables you to find and 
search with MeSH vocabulary terms. 

 The NLM Catalog Journals search page 
enables you to find information about 
journals and search these journals in PubMed. 

 Clinical Queries are prefabricated searches 
that can help you narrow your search to 
clinically relevant literature. 
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 can be used to send or copy PubMed records 
to a file, to the Clipboard, to Collections, to 
E-Mail, to order, to My Bibliography, or to a 
Citation manager program 



 PubMed can save citations to a file on your 
computer. You can send individual, selected, 
or all citations to a file. 

 



 To save selected citations: 

 Step 1: Use the checkbox to the left of each 
citation to select those of interest.  
 

 Step 2: Select File from the Send to menu.  
 
Step 3: Select your format and sort options. 
Click Create File.  
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 Once a citation has been added to the 
Clipboard:  
◦ A note appears below it in your search results: 

"Item in Clipboard.” 

◦ A link to the Clipboard appears in the right column.  

◦ A link to the Clipboard appears on the PubMed 
home page. 

 



 The Clipboard can collect up to 500 citations.  

 If you Send to Clipboard without making 
selections, PubMed will add the entire 
retrieval (up to 500 citations) to the 
clipboard.  

 The Clipboard will be lost after 8 hours of 
inactivity.  

 




