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 Main findings are found to be 

◦ Unreliable

• Redundant

• Plagiarized

The authors have reported unethical research or failed to

disclose a major competing interest. 



 Plagiarism: duplication of text from previously published articles. 

 Compromised peer review: compromises in the independent 

assessment of the manuscript by a peer. 



 Data unreliable: data has errors

 Data falsification/fabrication: data has been manipulated or 

made up

 Published in error: article was accidently published twice as a 

result of publisher error



 Duplicate publication: article was published twice (usually as a

result of author misconduct)

 Image duplication: duplication of images from previously

published articles

 Authors unaware of manuscript submission: not all authors aware



 No ethical approval: the study had no ethical approval

 No consent: the study involved people who had not given 

consent

 No permission for data: authors did not have permission to 

use the data reported. 



 Undeclared conflict of interest: authors or reviewers did not 

declare a conflict of interest. 

 Breach of editorial policy: the manuscript breached an 

editorial policy
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